
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E839 May 13, 2010 
Curriculum at NOVA with a GPA of 4.0. Jackie 
has served as president of the Honors Com-
munity Annandale Honors Club and as a chair 
for the Relay for Life. Jackie has been accept-
ed into the Marymount University Honors Pro-
gram and plans to major in English. 

Citizen of the Year Award: Irv Denton. Irv 
has dedicated his time and efforts to the resi-
dents of Annandale for many years, having 
served on the boards of the Annandale Cen-
tral Business Planning Committee and the An-
nandale Chamber of Commerce. After his dis-
tinguished career in the U.S. Air Force, he fo-
cused his energies in the field of education 
and taught classes at the Northern Virginia 
Community College. His commitment to our 
country, our community and our future is an 
inspiration to us all. 

Firefighter of the Year Award: Apparatus 
Technician John Lockhart. John has given 
more than 25 years of service to the residents 
of Fairfax County, including 14 at the Annan-
dale Station. John also serves as a tremen-
dous community resource, instructing the 
younger firefighters in the safe usage of the 
equipment, and helping to ensure that Annan-
dale residents will continue to receive the 
highest quality rescue care into the future. 

Police Officer of the Year Award: Detective 
Horace Lawalt. Horace has served the resi-
dents of Fairfax County for more than 11 
years, including 5 years at the Mason District 
Station. As a detective in the Criminal Inves-
tigation Section, he has helped keep the com-
munity safe from burglaries, robberies and 
grand larcenies. Despite having one of the 
lowest per capita police forces, Fairfax County 
enjoys one of the lowest crime rates of any ju-
risdiction its size due to the exceptional work 
and dedication of Horace and his fellow offi-
cers. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing Dennis, Emma, Jac-
quelyn, Irv, John and Horace, the honorees of 
the 2010 Annandale Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Banquet, and thanking them for their 
service to our community. Each honoree is a 
role model for his or her peers and an invalu-
able member of our community. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DURHAM LIT-
ERACY CENTER AND HONORING 
ITS FOUNDER, MRS. MARY 
WHALEY PAUL 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Durham Literacy 
Center and to honor its founder (and my con-
stituent), Mrs. Mary Whaley Paul. Mrs. Paul 
has led a remarkable life and, along the way, 
she managed to spearhead the campaign 
against illiteracy in Durham, North Carolina. 

Like so many people who achieve great 
things, Mrs. Paul didn’t set out to become a lit-
eracy advocate. In 1975, she was a widowed 
mother of two nearing retirement age. But she 
attended a workshop on teaching literacy skills 
to illiterate adults, and the course of her life 
was forever changed. By 1978, Mrs. Paul had 
begun leading her own literacy-instruction 

workshops, and she had become director of 
the Yates Baptist Literacy program that same 
year. 

The creation of the Durham County Literacy 
Council in May of 1985 was a direct result of 
Mrs. Paul’s efforts to spread adult literacy in-
struction and increase the number of literate 
adults throughout Durham County. This Coun-
cil later became the Durham Literacy Center. 

The Durham Literacy Center targets the pro-
vision of its services to those most in need: 
adults who lack basic literacy skills, recent im-
migrants, and out-of-school teenagers. Since 
its inception, a small but dedicated staff has 
trained more than 2,000 literacy tutors who 
have served more than 12,000 Durham resi-
dents. The Center currently serves more than 
550 adults per year at seven locations in Dur-
ham. 

Growing along with Durham, the Center has 
evolved from a small organization to a pivotal 
provider of a variety of educational services. In 
addition to instruction in reading and writing, 
the Center helps individuals gain educational 
credentials (such as a GED) and provides in-
struction in workplace, computer, financial, 
and health literacy. 

The impact of the Center on the lives of its 
graduates is Mrs. Paul’s most compelling leg-
acy. For starters, graduates earn an average 
of $7,500 more per year than their counter-
parts who lack a GED or are not proficient in 
English. But in addition to securing better em-
ployment because of the skills they learn at 
the Durham Literacy Center, they also go on 
to receive promotions, purchase homes, im-
prove their health, and enjoy a better quality of 
life. 

Over the years, the Durham Literacy Center 
has become one of Durham’s greatest assets, 
and the organization’s achievements have 
much to do with the foresight and dream of 
Mary Whaley Paul and those who followed 
her. Mrs. Paul helped to illuminate a hidden 
segment of the Research Triangle populace— 
the non-reader—and has been instrumental in 
alleviating the severe economic and social 
stigma under which they struggle. She also 
has been a beacon of hope and inspiration for 
thousands to volunteer and make a difference 
in the Durham community. 

It is in that spirit that I urge my colleagues 
to join me in celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of the Durham Literacy Center and in honoring 
Mrs. Mary Whaley Paul for her efforts to em-
power the people of Durham County through 
literacy. 
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OFFICER DANIEL FAULKNER CHIL-
DREN OF FALLEN HEROES 
SCHOLARSHIP ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TODD RUSSELL PLATTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 959, the Children of Fallen 
Heroes Scholarship Act, which provides finan-
cial assistance for higher education to the chil-
dren of police officers, firefighters, and other 
first responders who made the ultimate sac-
rifice in the line of duty. Representative Patrick 
Murphy and I introduced this legislation so that 
a child of one of these fallen service men and 

women would become automatically eligible 
for the maximum Pell Grant amount. This ben-
efit already exists for the children of military 
service members who are killed in action. 

This legislation is aimed at ensuring we do 
right by police officers, firefighters and other 
first responders who put their own lives at risk 
everyday to keep us safe. Making a college 
education more accessible to the children of 
these fallen heroes is an important expression 
of our Nation’s gratitude. This legislation is a 
justified price for our Nation to pay to ensure 
that those serving on the front lines in our 
communities know that a higher education will 
be within their children’s reach should the un-
thinkable happen. I urge all of my colleagues 
to support this important legislation and yield 
back the remainder of my time. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ‘‘SHOOTERS’’ OF 
TRAINING SQUADRON SIX 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is with great pleasure I rise to recognize the 
50th anniversary of the Shooters of Training 
Squadron SIX. Through times of war and 
through times of peace, Training Squadron 
SIX has served our country with great distinc-
tion and valor. For that reason, I am proud to 
recognize the Shooters of Training Squadron 
SIX for their exceptional training and excellent 
performance over the last 50 years. 

Training Squadron SIX has picked up the 
torch lit by their predecessors on May 1, 1960, 
and continued the legacy of producing the 
best combat aviators the world has ever seen. 
On that day, Training Squadron SIX was com-
missioned with the task of providing primary 
flight training to a younger generation of stu-
dent naval aviators. Since being commis-
sioned, more than 15,000 students have been 
trained and in excess of 1.1 million flight hours 
performed. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am privileged to recognize 
Training Squadron SIX for going above and 
beyond the call of duty on their 50th anniver-
sary. To this day, Training Squadron SIX con-
tinues to provide the highest quality training to 
student aviators from the Navy, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard and several Allied Forces. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF MR. 
ROBERT WYDRA 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the distinguished career and regional 
contributions of Mr. Robert, Bob, Wydra, Exec-
utive Director of the Tri-City Regional Port Dis-
trict. 

Bob Wydra has been with the Tri-City Re-
gional Port District since 1982. Under his lead-
ership, the Port—which includes the former 
Melvin Price Army Depot—has been an eco-
nomic engine for Southwestern Illinois and is 
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